West Riverside Energy Center Officially Open!
Robb Kahl, CBG Executive Director
I was honored to be asked to participate
in Alliant Energy’s official opening of its
West Riverside Energy Center on April
28, 2022. While the plant has been
operational for some time, the ribbon
cutting event was delayed due to COVID.
The West Riverside facility is a combined
cycle natural gas electric generation
facility that can power 550,000 homes. The project budget
was $700 million, but project costs are coming in nearly
$25 million under budget. Wisconsin trades workers helped
make that happen.
Alliant Energy has a long history of using local labor to build
their generation facilities, and the West Riverside project is a
prime example of Alliant Energy’s deep commitment to the
communities that it serves. The West Riverside project created
more than 1,000 construction jobs per year between 2017 and
2020. For an apprentice working on the project during that
time span, that means they could have started and completed
their apprenticeship on just one job, which is very rare.
Using the economic analysis recently utilized by Forward

Analytics in a study regarding the importance of local labor
being utilized on solar projects, CBG estimates the total
economic impact generated locally during construction of West
Riverside to be more than $250 million. That impact would
have been significantly less if local labor had not been utilized.
The West Riverside project had over 3,125,000 craft hours
worked with no lost time incidents. That is right—over 3
million hours worked and no lost time incidents. Skilled, safe,
on time and on/under budget is what you get when you partner
with the Wisconsin building trades. Alliant Energy knows that
this means better value for their customers.
Building new electric generation facilities can be controversial.
To avoid catastrophic failures of the power grid during weather
extremes like what happened in Texas in early 2021, the reality
is that we must have safe and reliable sources of baseload
electric generation, which means facilities using natural gas,
coal or nuclear fuel. The West Riverside facility emits less than
half the carbon dioxide, about two-thirds less nitrogen and 99%
less sulfur and mercury than traditional coal-fired facilities. It
also has an integrated solar facility. The clean energy from the
sun will be delivered to the natural gas facility and offset its
auxiliary power needs.

CBG Executive Director Robb Kahl presents at Alliant Energy’s official opening of its West Riverside Energy Center on April 28 in Beloit.

Local dignitaries attend the Alliant Energy ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new West Riverside Energy Center in Beloit.

The facility has received several awards for its sustainability
and innovation, including:
The Envision Platinum award for sustainable
infrastructure – the highest attainable Envision
recognition level.
The 2021 Grand Award for Engineering Excellence
from the American Council of Engineering
Companies of Wisconsin.
The 2021 POWER Top Plant Award from
POWER magazine.
A 2019 Recycling Excellence Award from the
Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources.
The West Riverside is a win for the Wisconsin building trades,
a win for the local economy, a win for the environment and
a win for safe, reliable power. Thank you, Alliant Energy, for
your continued support and commitment to the communities
you serve.

CBG Executive Director Robb Kahl.
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Answer: Externship Day at the
Joseph J. Goetz Training Center in Coloma

By Laura Cataldo, Senior Manager, Construction & Real Estate Services,
Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP
The Spring Externship Day held on April 19 was a starstudded event attended by:
• U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg
• Governor Tony Evers
• WisDOT Secretary Craig Thompson
• DWD Secretary-designee Amy Pechacek
• Nickelodeon TV
• Over 500 students, educators, and parents from over 60
school districts

Developed as a day for Wisconsin’s youth to explore the
Operating Engineer pathway, this event will gain national
attention when it airs on Nickelodeon TV and introduces a
rewarding and exciting pathway to students who like working
with their hands and making lasting contributions to their
communities. A Youth Apprentice working with The Boldt
Company is one of the students interviewed by Nickelodeon.
Five contractors participated in an employers’ roundtable,
sharing practical advice with the students on what makes
a qualified candidate and how the opportunities for
advancement are worth considering. Thank you for your
partnership and commitment to joining us for important
workforce development outreach events:
J.P. Cullen & Sons, Inc. – Mark Ihlenfeldt
Integrity Grading & Excavating, Inc. – Kyle Beld
Lunda Construction Co. – Mike Hahn & Mark Strohmeyer
Michels Corporation – Jenny Denewelis & Dawn Schmidt
Walbec Group, Inc. – Dan Eckstrom

Thank you!
An event of this magnitude could not have been possible if it
were not for the amazing work of all the dedicated staff at the
Training Center and the over 200 apprentices, members and
retirees that helped—driving the buses, serving as tour guides,
or helping with the simulators and mini-excavators. Special
commendation to Training Instructor Kip Gutke who spent
countless hours planning and organizing not only the logistics
of the groups, setup, food, and buses, but also the outreach to
all the volunteers. Truly the success of team effort by all!

“I wanted to thank
everyone involved for making the
externship experience so amazing, not only
for my son and me but for all the young
people who were fortunate to attend. You
have a lot to be proud of at 139. We enjoyed
our time and learned a lot. The group leaders
were all very personable, knowledgeable,
and great ambassadors to the industry. My
son has a very big interest in starting the
apprenticeship training during his last two
years of high school. I can’t thank all of you
enough for helping kindle that goal for his
future. Please thank all of those
involved on our behalf.”
— Spring Externship Parent

Opposite: Time for Kids (TFK) Kid Reporter Rory Hu interviews U.S. Secretary of Transportation Pete Buttigieg for Nickelodeon News at Externship Day on
April 19 at the Wisconsin Operating Engineers Training Center in Coloma.
Top left: CBG’s Workforce Consultant Laura Cataldo welcomes over 500 students, parents, and educators.
Top right: Students get hands-on experience operating mini-excavators.
Bottom left: Heavy equipment simulators offer students an opportunity to learn how to run equipment.
Bottom right: Students get first-hand information from contractors during the employer panel discussion.

