
Wisconsin Infrastructure Report Card 
Continues to Show Road and Bridge Problems 

As we head into 2021, Wisconsin 
begins its budget process for the next 
biennium. With reduced economic activ-
ity and travel due to COVID-19, passage 
of a budget will no doubt be a challenge 
After making some progress to increase 
transportation and capital funding in the 
last budget, many legislators and mem-
bers of the public will likely claim that 

infrastructure needs can be ignored this budget cycle. The 
condition of Wisconsin’s public infrastructure, however, 
leads to the exact opposite conclusion. We are still in 
crisis and infrastructure spending should not be placed 
on the back burner.

In September, the Wisconsin Section of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers (ASCE) released its 2020 
Infrastructure Report Card, and results are still grim, 
particularly for roads.

Wisconsin Section of the American Society of Civil 
Engineers, 2020 Infrastructure Report Card (hereinafter 
“WI Report Card”), on p. 6, avail. at www.infrastruc-
turereportcard.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/
FullReport-WI_2020-1.pdf. 

With respect to roads, in particular, the ASCE reported 
the devasting economic and safety impacts of failing to 
meet the budget gap in transportation funding:

Wisconsin encompasses more than 115,000 miles of 
drivable roadways. More than one-third of these roads 
are in fair or below condition, and deterioration is likely 
to continue over the next ten years. If additional funding 
is not provided, 50 percent of the roads may experience 
increasing pavements rated at poor or below. More than 
two-thirds of major roads, concentrated in urban areas, 
were rated as fair or below in roadway condition. Deficient 
roads cost drivers $6 billion annually due to wear and tear 
on vehicles, wasted fuel due to congestion, and the overall 
cost of crashes on roadways. There is an estimated $13 
billion shortfall over the next decade if roadway improve-
ments are not funded. Roadway features in Wisconsin are 
likely a contributing factor in approximately one-third 
of fatal traffic crashes. This is tremendously significant 
to drivers on rural roadways throughout the state, where 
the fatality rate doubles the national average.

WI Report Card, at p. 68.

The economic and safety costs to Wisconsinites are 
not theoretical. The impacts on every person are real and 
quantifiable. ASCE reported losses annually to be several 
hundred dollars to over a thousand dollars for each driver 
in Wisconsin’s largest urban areas.

Robb Kahl, 
CBG Executive Director
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On July 10, 2018, an out-of-state contractor was 
installing fiber optic cable using directional boring 
equipment. A natural gas line was hit, which resulted in 
a large explosion in downtown Sun Prairie. The explosion 
resulted in the death of a firefighter, injury to several 
other firefighters, and the destruction of several buildings.

The telecommunications company contracted with Bear 
Communications to perform the work. Bear subcontracted 
the work to VC Tech, Inc. from Michigan. VC Tech was 
created in December 2017, which means the company had 
only been in existence for a few months before the Sun 
Prairie incident. VC Tech is not registered to do business 
in Wisconsin, a legal requirement of all out-of-state 
businesses doing work in Wisconsin.

VC Tech was subsequently found to have failed to 
comply with Wisconsin’s Digger’s Hotline law and was 
fined the maximum penalty of $25,000 by the Public 
Service Commission of Wisconsin. VC Tech has yet to 
pay that fine. Other questionable business practices were 
also suspected, including failing to comply with industry 
best practices and failing to pay workers.

This spring, CBG investigators visited a fiber optic 
jobsite in Waukesha County and discovered another new 
contractor, Teracom, Inc. Just like VC Tech, Teracom is 
not registered to do business in Wisconsin. Just like VC 
Tech, Teracom is a Michigan corporation. It was created 
in January 2019, just six months after the Sun Prairie 

incident. The incorporators of Teracom are believed to 
be the wife and father-in-law of the owner of VC Tech. 
Teracom employees freely admitted to CBG investigators 
that Teracom was formed by the VC Tech owner because 
VC Tech had too much “bad publicity” from the Sun Prairie 
incident to keep working in Wisconsin.

Shocking, right? Unfortunately, the broadband boom 
has led to scores of new, inexperienced and questionable 
out-of-state contractors f looding the Wisconsin 
construction industry. CBG investigators find as many 
of these jobsites as possible and report contractors that 
are not complying with Wisconsin laws to the proper state 
agencies for enforcement.

For years, the problem has remained largely known only 
to those in the broadband construction industry. However, 
a new episode of the Building Wisconsin television show 
began this fall and shed light on this growing problem in 
Wisconsin. The show features President/Business Manager 
Terry McGowan, CBG’s Executive Director Robb Kahl, and 
one of Local 139’s contractors, KS Energy Services. The 
show will, hopefully, educate the public and your elected 
officials on the seriousness of having inexperienced, 
unsafe and non-compliant contractors digging blindly in 
our communities. You may catch the show on TV but you 
can also watch it online at www.buildingwisconsintv.
com/home-page/underground-directional-boring. 
Please share the show widely and spread the word.

TV Show Sheds Light on 
Growing Problem in the 
Broadband Industry 

By Cindy Buchko, General Counsel



Youth Apprentices 

Seeking Employers 

By Laura Cataldo, Senior Manager, Construction & Real Estate Services, Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, LLP

1. Read blueprints, site plans 
and specifications 

2. Define site-specific layout needs 

3. Identify equipment-related 
safety hazards 

4. Demonstrate basic knowledge 
of uses for each piece of heavy 
equipment 

5. Safe operation of small construc-
tion equipment (i.e. generator and 
compressor) *YA students who are 18 
years old may use smaller operating 
equipment prohibited to minor 
youth apprentices. 

6. Inspect equipment for malfunctions 
or defective parts. 

7. Assist with minor repairs, lubricating 
and cleaning of equipment 

8. Demonstrate application of math 
skills to heavy equipment operation 
(measurement, geometry, fractions, 
and decimals) 

9. Use appropriate flagging techniques

10. Practice basic requirements for 
personal protection, safe equipment 
operations and maintenance 
 

11. Maintain a clean and safe work area 

12. Demonstrate proper use of hand 
and voice signals 

13. Assist with repair and maintenance 
of equipment 

14. Assist with establishing grade 

15. Assist with rigging and signaling 
of equipment 

16. Assist with cleaning and manual 
excavation of site; excavation is 
limited to 4 feet in depth or less 
(trenches, piers, foundations, 
and holes)

If you are interested in learning more about YA or employing a Youth Apprentice for the spring, 
please contact Laura Cataldo at (608) 616-2835 or via email: laura.cataldo@bakertilly.com

INVEST IN TOMORROW’S WORKFORCE

Curious about the work that a YA student can perform? 
Here is the list of skills that a student must learn and demonstrate through the program:

DWD and the Wisconsin Operating Engineers are piloting an 
Operating Engineers Youth Apprenticeship (YA) Program. Youth 
apprenticeship is a blend of classroom instruction (provided by 
the online courses through Destinations Career Academy) and 450 
hours of paid work experience.

An informational session was recently held with YA Coordinators 
throughout the state and generated a lot of excitement from 

educators and youth. Four students enrolled in DCA coursework 
have stepped forward with an interest in being matched with 
an employer. These high school seniors attend the following 
schools:

• Barneveld 
• DeSoto

• Marshall
• Stoughton


